
This week: W10 The Prophets  

Throughout the history of Israel, God sends prophets who have the 

twin task of pronouncing judgement and comfort; judgement on the 

idolatry and sin of the people and comfort to those who remain 

faithful. The prophets also predict the coming of a Messiah.  As the 

Old Testament comes to a close, we are still waiting for the most 

wonderful part of God’s plan to unfold. 

Daily Readings 

1 The suffering servant Isaiah  51 - 53   

 Are there areas of your life where you are losing hope?   

 How does this passage help?  

 How would you describe God’s ‘big picture’ for you? 

2 Who me?  Jeremiah  1:1 – 3:5   

 What things in life draw you away from God?   

 When do you feel most passionate about your relationship with God? 

3 Dare to be a Daniel   Daniel  6    

 What would it mean for you to trust God no matter what in your day-to-

day work?   

 How could you follow Daniel’s example in taking more time for private 

prayer during your day?  

4 Bon Voyage ! Jonah  1 – 4   

 Have you ever been disappointed with God?  Why?   

 What restored your trust in him?  

5 Great is your faithfulness   Malachi  1 – 4        

 What things weaken your resolve to remain faithful to God?   

 What helps you love God with all your mind, soul and strength?  

 

 

Next week:  

W11 The Living Word 

My favourite Bible verse - Pam Rhodes / television presenter  

‘Can a mother forget her nursing child? ..... But even if that were possible, I would not 

forget you!   See, I have written your name on the palms of my hands. ’   

(Isaiah 49: 15-16  NLT) 

‘I find this verse so comforting!  The thought that God knows, and has always known 

me, warts and all!  Nothing I think or feel or do is beyond his understanding or love.  

However poorly I may think of myself, he has always been there, constant and parent-

like.  He rejoices when I am everything he hopes I will be.  He is beside me when things 

go wrong and there’s sadness and confusion.   

Because he’s constant, I can be human.’ 

Previous session:  W9 The Prophets 

Refresh: 

• People long for definitive answers to the big questions, to make life better.  

However, the perceived wisdom of the world is fundamentally different from the 

wisdom of God. 

• Instead of Proverbs being a motivational handbook on how to work harder to do 

better, we see that our drive for wisdom should fuel a pursuit of God.  Rather than 

striving for knowledge, we seek God and He reveals true wisdom through 

relationship with Him. 

• The book of Psalms reveals the total openness and honesty that are required for this 

relationship to flourish.  This is not for God’s sake, as He knows all about us, but for 

our own benefit.  When we see ourselves as we really are, warts and all, we turn to 

Him and realise that is the best place for us.  We are able to praise God (Psalm 103), 

trust Him (Psalm 23) and come with repentant hearts (Psalm 51) knowing He is at 

work to make us more like Jesus. 

Freshen up 

We don’t just want to read the bible but to understand it deeply.  Try this:  

Select a passage that you know well, but have never thought about properly, go to a 

website like www.biblegateway.com and print out the passage.  Get out a pen, 

highlighters and coloured pencils – and then read it again and again.  As you read, 

notice repeated words or ideas (underline them), notice links and logic (highlight them), 

look for the overall purpose or thrust (colour it in).   What do you understand for the 

first time?  What are the implications? 

Refreshed?  

Please tell us your experience of what the Bible has meant, and still means, to you:     

admin@christchurchbelfast.org  


